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Course Objectives

• To provide background on the Yucca Mountain

Project

• To provide an overview of Clark County’s Yucca

Mountain Oversight Program

• To demonstrate a suggested methodology for

assessing public safety impacts as it relates to

radiological emergency planning

• To demonstrate the components of a successful

public outreach program



Yucca Mountain Project Overview

• Yucca Mountain is a ridge of volcanic rock

located on federal land in Nye County, Nevada.

• Yucca Mountain was singled out in 1987 as the

only site to be studied for a proposed repository

of 70,000 metric tons of high level radioactive

waste and spent nuclear fuel.



Yucca Mountain Project Overview

• The Nuclear Waste Policy Act (1982, amended in

1987 and 1992) is the enabling legislation for

this project.

• Congress voted that the site was suitable to
move forward to licensing in 2002.

• A license application is scheduled to be
submitted in 2008.

• The repository is not scheduled to open until at
least 2017.



Background

• CClark County Commissioners have been opposed to

this project since 1985.

• CClark County, as an “affected unit of local

government” receives an annual appropriation from

Congress to study and comment on the DOE’s

program.



Clark County Snapshot

• HHome of the world-famous “Las Vegas Strip”

• 119 of the world’s 20 largest hotels

• 88,000 square miles in size (roughly the size of New Jersey)

• FFastest growing county in USA

• 55,000 new residents per month since 1992

• 445 million annual visitors





Clark County’s Role

• SStudy and comment on the scientific and technical

aspects of the project.

• PPublic involvement and outreach.

• CCoordinate efforts with cities and tribes.

• SStudy and comment on transportation plans and
documents.

• AAnalyze, monitor, and report on potential impacts.



Our Focus

• GGeology

• HHydrology

• VVolcanoes

• EEarthquakes

• NNellis AFB

• WWorker safety

• SSpecies protection

• TTransportation

• PPublic health and safety

• PProperty values

• IImpacts to government

service

• HHomeland security

• EEnvironmental justice



Yucca Mountain
Potential Transportation Routes



Results

• CCredible, effective program

• JJoint efforts with State, cities, tribes

• LLeveraged resources

• CContinually updated information

• EEnhanced coordination and cooperation with all
stakeholders

• CCommunity recognition



Irene Navis
iln@co.clark.nv.us

www.accessclarkcounty.com



Babs McGehee

Senior Management Analyst



Overview

• IImpact Assessment

• PPublic Safety

• NNon-Public Safety

• SState Laws

• MMonitoring/Community Indicators Program

• UUrban Community Survey

• RRural Community Visioning



Impact Assessment Reports

• PProperty Values

• GGaming & Tourism

• PPublic Safety Impacts

• NNon-Public safety agencies (other government services)

• EEnvironmental Justice (Native Americans)

• IIntelligent Transportation Systems

• TTransportation Studies

• CCommodity Flow study (first since 1996)

• HHomeland Security

• SState Laws reports

• EEnvironmental Justice (Native American concerns)



Nuclear Waste Site Locations
Nuclear Waste is currently located in more than 120 locations in 39 states.

Source: Office of Radioactive Waste Management, DOE, web site.



Potential Transportation Routes



DOE’s Planned Shipments

• MMostly Truck Scenario
– 224-year period

– SShipments/year

– SShipments/week

– SShipments/day

• MMostly Rail Scenario

– 224-year period

Total 9,646

52,786

2,199

42

6

(Source: DOE FEIS)



DOE’s Accident Estimates

(Source: DOE FEIS)

24 - Year Shipping Campaign

• MMostly Legal Weight Truck scenario 66 (2.8 per year)

• MMostly Rail scenarios      10 (0.4 per year)



Public Safety

• TThis is very likely the case for Clark County as well as all
communities along the transportation route.

• NNuclear Waste Policy Act, Section 180(c) Funding Inadequate

• SShipments will have significant impacts on all aspects of

public safety.

• CConducted Public Safety research and compiled studies

• UUnfunded mandates



Key Areas of Concern

• AAccident

• TTerrorism

• TTraining

• PPublic Awareness

• FFacilities and Equipment



General Approach

Contact Key

Governmental and Public

Officials

Categorize

Services By

Function

Analyze

Current Service

Levels

Project Future

Service Needs

Based on Scenarios

Estimate Costs

Interview Local Agency

Personnel



Methodological Approach

Interview Local Agency

Personnel

Review Public Safety

Budgets & Plans

Analyze Current Service

Levels

Project Future Service

Needs Based on

Scenarios

Categorize Governmental

Services by Function

Public Safety Lifecycle Impacts



Yucca Mountain Public

Safety Costs

$3,719,031,513$385,245,516
TOTAL

$1,165,983,170$93,915,904
Cities

$2,553,048,343
$291,329,612Clark County

24-Year Projections
2010 Shipments

Preparation Costs



Resulting Studies from

Public Safety Reports

• IIntelligent Transportation Systems

• CConference

• IITS Book



Non-Public Safety Reports

• HHealth District

• CCounty Hospital

• IInternational Airports

• AAdministrative Services

– OOffice of Emergency Management

• DDevelopment Services

• FFinance



State Laws Report

• PPublish every 2 years

• LLegislative tool



The Tool
www.monitoringprogram.com



Urban Community Survey

• BBi-Annual Survey

• RRespondents overwhelmingly oppose the Yucca Mountain

Project

• ““Stop Yucca Mountain” was the fifth most important

quality of life issue

• 883%: transportation route near residential housing would

have a negative impact on property values

• TTrust of DOE & the Yucca Mountain project remains a key

concern



Tourism is Important to Nevada



VISITOR SURVEY

• NNevada’s tourism is important to its economy
- Taxes from tourism are significant in Nevada

- RResidents pay no state income tax



Rural Community Visioning Studies

• IIndian Springs

• MMoapa Valley



Impact Assessment Toolbox

• UUser friendly

• TTools to assess impacts in any community

• EEstimate socioeconomic, infrastructure, environmental
impacts



Conclusion

• IImpact Assessment

• PPublic Safety

• NNon-Public Safety

• SState Laws

• CCommunity Indicators Monitoring Program

• UUrban Community Survey

• RRural Community Visioning
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Erik Muller, Public Information Officer



Outreach Constraints

• SSouthern Nevada Demographics

• BBudget

• LLocal Community Impacts on National Issues



Southern Nevada Demographics

• PPopulation Influx

• 55,000 New Residents

• TTransient Nature



Budget

$ - DOE

$  - Clark County



Community Impacts

Federal

State

Local



Communication Approach

• CCredible

• RRelevant

• AAccurate



Tools and Tactics

Presentations Videos/Cable TV Print



VIDEO



Media



School Outreach

• BBalanced approach

• FFact-based information

• OOn-going material development



Tactics

Electronic



PODCAST

Download audio programs from your

computer

Non-music audio broadcast

Independent syndication of your own

show on the www

Each “episode” features a new topic



VIDEO



Podcast Results

Multi-Lingual Podcasts

1st episode 23 downloads

12th episode 5000 downloads
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